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$40,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 920042123Grant Recipient:  Alaska Humanities Forum

Project Title: Project Type: Other

Alaska Humanities Forum - AK History & Culture

State Funding Requested: $465,000 House District: Statewide (1-40)
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Support for the Alaska History and Culture online curriculum, National Endowment for the Humanities
grant match, and base budget support

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $2,713,304

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Federal Funds $2,364,160 2010

State Funds $0

Denali Commission $0

Rasmuson Foundation $238,144 2010

Local Funds $87,300 2010

Other Funds $23,800 2010

Total $2,713,404

Explanation of Other Funds:

Interest on cash reserves and royalties from publications.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Who we are:

The Alaska Humanities Forum is one of fifty-six state and territorial humanities councils, a federal-state partnership with the
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). 

What we do:

NEH Regrants. Provide competitive humanities grants to individuals and groups across the state (over $165,000 in 2009
and millions since 1972). We fund historical research, oral histories, publications, web-based learning, cultural conferences,
and other projects that enrich Alaskans and foster cultural tourism.

Rose Urban Rural Exchange. Now in its tenth year, with over 1,000 participants, RURE promotes educational competency
and statewide understanding by pairing rural and urban middle and high schools for student and teacher exchanges.
Additionally, each summer 25 urban teachers (including Title I schools) attend Alaska Native culture camps that facilitate
better teaching for students coming in from the villages.
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Take Wing Alaska. The statewide success of RURE led to the creation of this cultural exchange program funded by a $1.62
million competitive federal grant. Take Wing focuses on rural student success transitioning from high school to
postsecondary study.

Alaska History and Culture Curriculum. Since 2004, AKHF developed Alaska’s only comprehensive web-based Alaska
studies course curriculum and summer Teachers Institutes, funded by a federal grant that just expired. In 2009, competency
in Alaska studies became a graduation requirement, yet the State of Alaska does not provide any funding. This website
receives over 3 million hits and 200,000 web sessions a year, used by every Alaska studies student and is a driver of
cultural tourism to the state. 

Leadership Anchorage. Now in its 13th year, this award-winning civic leadership development program is a model for the
state and has aided the start up of similar programs in Fairbanks and Juneau.

Other Programs and Initiatives. AKHF was instrumental in starting up Best Beginnings: Alaska’s Early Learning Investment.
We brought “New Harmonies: Celebrating American Roots Music,” the first traveling Smithsonian exhibition to the state in
2009. We partnered with Rasmuson Foundation in “Alaska’s Statehood Experience,” a grant program that distributed $1
million across the state for legacy projects and activities commemorating Alaska’s 50th statehood anniversary. These and
scores of other partnerships add cultural, educational, and economic benefits to Alaska.

What we need:

The Alaska Humanities Forum is one of only five councils that receive no state support. To continue to provide high-quality
humanities for all Alaskans we respectfully request:
$200,000 to continue the Alaska History and Cultural Studies curriculum
$165,000 to match the NEH grant funds that go directly to communities
$100,000 to support base budget operations and other programs

Project Timeline:
Programs operate throughout the fiscal year and funds are expended in course.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Alaska Humanities Forum

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Dr. Greg Kimura, Pres/CEO, Alaska Humanities Forum
Address: 421 W. 1st Ave, Ste 300

Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone Number: 272-5308
Email: gkimura@akhf.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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